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Teaching “Leave It” As a Safety Cue

The “leave it” cue has many uses. If you drop something on the floor and
want your dog to “leave it”, if you want to stop the dog from sniffing at

something, taking something or picking
something up you can use “leave it”. If this cue
is trained properly it can be used to stop a dog
moving towards a cat or other animal. “Leave it”
is a very important cue, a cue that could one day
save your dog’s life.

When teaching Leave It as a safety cue, it is
important to completely manage the object you
are asking the dog to leave.  In this form of
Leave It, we never permit the dog to have what

he is leaving.  When you say "Leave It," you want him to take his attention
off that object and turn to you.

Criteria 1
Place in your hand a few pieces of low value treats, in your other hand, the
hand you are going to deliver the reward from have some really high value
treats. You will use one hand as the tempting hand and deliver the
reinforcement from the other hand.

 Place your open hand with treats about five inches away from the dogs
face, be prepared for them trying to grab the treat

 As they move to take the treat, say “Leave it” and close your hand
quickly

 As soon as they look away, or make any gesture to move their focus
or their attention away from the hand. (click) and reward them.
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Repeat this 5 times, if you score 5 out of five then move to the next level of
difficulty. If you only score 3 or less then repeat the exercise. The dog is
learning if they relinquish what is in your hand they get rewarded. Before
you go onto Criteria 2 repeat this exercise using your other hand as the
temptation hand.

Criteria 2
Repeat criteria 1, only this time move your hand two inches closer and below
the dogs face. .

 Place your open hand with treats about two inches under and away
from the dogs face.

 If  they move to take the treat, say “Leave it” and close your hand
quickly

 As soon as they look away, or make any gesture to move their focus
or their attention away from the hand.

 (Click) and reward them.

If you score 5 out of five then move to the next level. The dog should be
showing fast signs of moving their head away from the temptation in your
hand

Criteria 3
Place the temptation reward on the floor, hover your foot over the treat so if
they make a move to take it you can cover the treat. Ensure the dog is not
able to get to the treat before you if temptation is too much. Dogs are more
often picking up things from the floor so this exercise may be more difficult
than the exercise using the hand.
•   If the dog makes any move or glances toward the treat on the floor, say
leave it.
• You must be the thought police and anticipate their actions. As soon as
they look away, or make any gesture to move their focus or their attention
away from the treat.

 (Click) and reward them

If you score 5 out of five then move to the next level. The dog should be
showing fast signs of moving their head away from the temptation on the
floor
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Criteria 4
While the dog is in a sit drop the treat on the floor. This is now adding a
distraction into the behavior, moving objects are harder to relinquish.

 If the dog makes any move or glances toward the treat on the floor,
say leave it. You must be the thought police and anticipate their
actions as you drop the treat, dropping the treat may trigger a move.

 As soon as they look away, or make any gesture to move their focus
or their attention away from the treat.

 (Click) and reward them

If you score 5 out of five then move to the next level. The dog should
be showing fast signs of moving their head away from the temptation on
the floor

Criteria 5
We are now going to up the ante, we are going to repeat criteria 4 but we
are going to use a much higher value treat, or a toy, or a ball. Something
the dog will want.

 If the dog makes any move or glances toward the treat on the floor,
say leave it. You must be the thought police and anticipate their
actions. As soon as they look away, or make any gesture to move
their focus or their attention away from the hand.

 (Click) and reward them

If you score 5 out of five then move to the next level. The dog should
be showing fast signs of moving their head away from the temptation in
your hand

Criteria 6.
Place a high value treat on the floor about 10 feet away from where you and the dog
are.

 You are going to walk toward the treat at a safe distance so that
the dog cannot grab the treat, as you approach say leave it, if
the dog looks away from the treat or checks in with you then
(click) and reward them.
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Practice this exercise with different types of treats, balls, etc. Practice
in lots of different locations. If you have difficulty with this exercise
then ask your local DogSmith for help.


