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Teaching Drop It & Take It with Toys

When your dog has something in his mouth
that he shouldn't have your first impulse may
be to chase him down and forcibly remove
the object from his mouth.  It is important to
practice these steps as explained so we can
change your dog from thinking "oh no, I'm
going to lose!" in this type of situation to
"yay, if I give things up to you I win!"  The
goal is to be able to say “Drop It” in a normal
tone of voice from across the room, and no
matter what is in your dog's mouth, he will
willingly spit it out.

CRITERIA:  Dog willingly drops object in his mouth when cued.

1. When your dog has toy in his mouth, put a treat to his nose and say “Drop It.”  As soon
as it is out of his mouth, (1) click, (2) treat and praise, and at the same time grab the
toy with your other hand and whip it behind your back out of his sight, then (3) the
instant he finishes his treat, hand it back to him and say, “Take It.” Note: This is the
equivalent of asking people to walk and chew gum at the same time.  If you
find that you cannot click fast enough, drop that step for now. The most
important part of this is the timing of taking away the toy, paying for it, then
giving it back. Do this Step (treat to nose) at most 2–3 times.

2. Repeat Step 1, but do not show the dog the treat ahead of time.  If the dog won't take
the treat or tries to run off with the toy, you need to either use a more valuable treat,
start with a less valuable toy, or both.

3. Find 8–10 opportunities throughout the day to practice this.  Start with objects he
doesn't mind giving up (such as ordinary toys) and work up to objects he finds more
valuable (such as chewies).  As soon as you give him back the object, leave him alone
with it.  These are 10 second training sessions.
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Safety Notes:
 Don't touch the objects in his mouth while you are practicing this and

try to avoid having to force him to give anything up.  Of course, if it's
something dangerous and he won't drop it willingly, you may have to
grab it out of his mouth.  But if you can, try using something like a
hot dog, peanut butter or cheese to get him to drop it willingly
instead.

 IF YOUR DOG FREEZES, GROWLS, SNAPS, OR SHOWS ANY OTHER
SIGN OF GUARDING OBJECTS, PLEASE DISCUSS THIS WITH YOUR
TRAINER.  Only work with objects that you are sure he will not bite
you for taking.


