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Teaching Your Dog to Recall (come when called)

Part A: Teaching Name Recognition

Name Recognition is the first component of a recall. If the name recognition
is correctly trained then it can be used to break the dog’s projection prior to
giving the recall cue. Please see the DogSmith handout on Name
Recognition.

Part B: Teaching the Actual Recall Movement

This part of the ‘come’ training is to
incorporate some fun games into the
session while our dog is moving
towards us. We start with our dog on a
standard 6 ft. nylon leash and we
move backwards quickly, making
happy sounds and using her name
(once) to encourage her to come
towards us as we move backwards.

The important factor here is that we
are going to (yes) or (click) the dog
when she is almost touching us and we

are going to deliver reinforcement when she is where we want her, under
our control. As we deliver the reinforcement we are going to take hold gently
of the collar to prevent an excitable dog doing a fly-by! The leash is a safety
tool only and is not used to pull, drag or encourage the dog along. We
reinforce every step the dog makes towards us.

Criteria 1 Dog follows you for 6 steps with enthusiasm, no hesitation using
a food lure on a leash.
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a. With your dog in front of you take 6 steps backwards, luring her
with a treat and saying her name once. Then (yes) or (click) as
she reaches you. Reinforce in the crook of your legs

b. Repeat 5 times and move to the next criteria if you have 4 or 5
successes

Criteria 2 Dog follows you for 8 steps with enthusiasm, no hesitation, using
voice only on a leash.

a. With your dog in front of you, take 8 steps backward and (yes)
or (click) as she reaches you. Reinforce in the crook of your legs

b. Repeat 5 times and move to the next criteria if you have 4 or 5
successes

Criteria 3 Dog follows you for 5 steps with enthusiasm, no hesitation, using
voice only and a dropped leash.

a. With your dog in front of you take 10 quick steps backward and
(yes) or (click) as she reaches you. Reinforce in the crook of
your legs

b. Repeat 5 times and move to the next criteria if you have 4 or 5
successes

Criteria 4 Dog in a sit/maintain 5 paces from you. Comes to you with no
hesitation, dropped leash using name and verbal encouragement.

a. Release the dog ‘okay’ and move backwards clapping your hands
with a fun-filled voice say your dog’s name. (Yes) or (click) as
she reaches you. Take 30 seconds giving reinforcement, fine-
dining style

b. Repeat 5 times and move to the next criteria if you have 4 or 5
successes

Repeat this exercise extending the distance 3 steps at a time until you can
be 20 ft. away and successfully recall the dog.

Important training note

The cue ‘come’ means ‘be by my side’. It is really important that there is a
great reinforcement history to the dog being in front of you or around you.
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We develop a sound foundation of the dog moving into you from different
angles and distances by using her name and an encouraging voice. Do not
use the cue until you have a strong return behavior.

If the dog fails to return to you at any level then drop down to the previous
criteria. If the foundations are strong the dog will respond to her name and
come bounding.

Never chase after a dog as this then becomes a game which will reinforce
the dog’s behavior. The dog must recognize that all reinforcement comes
from you and that is delivered at your side. If the dog goes to somebody
else, have them take control of the collar without talking to the dog or
offering any environmental reinforcement. Collect your dog, be neutral and
start to train from the previous level. Criteria 4 and upwards needs to be
proofed in different environments such as the house, the yard, the dog
park…

Part C: Adding Distance to the Recall

Criteria 1 Two people standing 6 ft. apart, dog on dropped 15 ft. leash
calling dog back and forth.

a. Each person takes it in turn to call the dog using her name.
When the dog responds and commits to coming to you, give lots
of verbal encouragement “good boy” then (yes) or (click) when
the dog arrives. Attach the ‘come’ cue as the dog arrives into
your body

b. Repeat this 5 times and move to the next criteria if you have 4
or 5 successes

Repeat this exercise in sets of 5 repetitions. At each criterion bump, increase
the distance apart by 3 ft.

Part D: Adding Distance and Distractions to the Recall

Criteria 1 Come from 30 ft. with a long safety line at a distance. Fast and
furious game, dog is released while owner is moving away.

a. A second person holds the dog while the owner shows the dog
some food or squeaky toys

b. Owner then runs away making great encouraging noises
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c. When the dog shows solid projection on the owner and huge
movement commitment to go the owner, the second person
holding the leash can let go of the dog

d. Owner turns around and encourages the dog to come into them
e. As the dog reaches the owner the owner attaches the cue ‘come’

then (yes) or (click) as the dog gets home (to the owner in a
controlled manner). Fine-dining reinforcement, take 30 seconds
delivering small rewards, touch and voice reinforcement.

f. Repeat this 5 times from different angles to the dog.

Criteria 2 Come from a 20 ft. distance, no leash. Owner is in a stationary
position 20 ft. away.

a. Owner cues dog (name, ‘come’)
b. (Yes) or (click) when dog gets to you
c. Fine-dining reinforcement


