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Teaching Get it and Leave it

Get It

’Get it’ is the cue that signals your dog to
grab the toy or piece of food in her line of
vision. A toy lying on the ground is a proof,
not to be played with, unless you give the
‘get it’ cue. If you want to you can send your
dog to her leash and use it as a toy. By
putting the behavior on cue, you can control
whether or not the dog goes to grab her
leash. Using a leash as a toy is useful as it is
always with you.

To teach your dog to ‘get it,’ lay a toy on the ground and shape her to
interact with it. Click and reinforce your dog for looking at the toy, then for
approaching, then for pawing, or sniffing, then ultimately when she picks up
the toy. Once you have her picking up the toy, continue to click and
reinforce that behavior. Add the cue ‘get it’ when you are certain the dog will
pick up the toy. Use the cue whenever you invite your dog to play with a
toy.

Leave It!

‘Leave it’ means your dog should back away from and stop interacting with
an object, person or dog. If you are walking your dog and she sees a moldy
sandwich, ‘leave it’ will cue her to move away from it.

While training the ‘leave it’ cue, do not allow the dog to eat the leave it
temptation. If you do, you are teaching her ‘get it’ instead.
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Doggie Zen Leave It Training

Hold the treat in your closed fist at your dog’s nose. The dog will likely lick
and paw at your fist. Ignore all of this. Click when the dog moves away from
the treat.

Next, hold the treat on your open palm. When the dog backs away, click and
treat your dog. If the dog attempts to snatch the cookie off your palm, close
your fingers around the cookie.

Place the treat on the ground, click and treat your dog for moving away from
it. Once you have gotten the dog to move away from the treat three times in
a row you are ready to cue the dog ‘leave it.’

Ask for longer periods of ‘leave it.’ Silently count to yourself for 2-5 seconds
before clicking and treating the dog. Ask your dog to ‘leave it’ while you are
in different body positions and in different locations.

Next, drop a cookie on the floor. Cue the dog ‘leave it.’ Pick the treat up,
click and treat your dog.

Begin using ‘leave it’ for other things such as other dogs, excessive sniffing,
barking at something, or toys on the ground. Remember to click and treat
your dog for every successful ‘leave it,’ then, as she is consistently doing
well, go to clicking every other ‘leave it,’ then every third, and then
randomly click and treat.

The Leave It ‘Fried Chicken Challenge’

Test day. Drop fried chicken on the floor and say ‘leave it.’ If the dog does
leave it, pick up the chicken, click and reinforce her with a piece of fried
chicken, and celebrate! Your dog now truly understands the cue ‘leave it.’


